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microns. Crosses between the two types on a routine basis would result
in a clip which does not meet the requirements of either product. Thus,
routine crossing between the two is not indicated. Many types of goats,
such as the Spanish in the U.S. or the feral goat of Australia and New
Zealand, may produce a limited amount of undercoat or down comparable to
Cashmere (Gallagher and Shelton, 1973) but in uneconomic quantities.
Workers in Australia and New Zealand (Clarke, 1982) are attempting to
use these types or crosses between these and Angora to develop a
Cashmere producing goat. Crosses between the Don goat and the Angora
have been made in the U.S.S.R. (Misharev and Zaporozhtsev, 1974) but it
is the writer's belief that this was done primarily to provide a base
for grading up to the Angora. The most pertinent question concerning
crossing of fiber producing goats is that of crossing Angora on other
types for grading up to Angoras. This practice was used in U.S. and
R.S.A. when this industry was first established. Thus, there s
producer experience with this practice but research documentation has
been limited. Currently there is a major resurgence of interest in the
Angora in many countries. Therefore, the practice of grading up holds
considerable interest. Preliminary results from two limited studies are
available. One of these was done in India and reported by Patil (1982)
and Koratkar and Patil (1982). The other was reported by Thompson and
Shelton (1982). In general, these data indicate a long time period
required to upgrade to an Angora with a suitable fleece. In the Indian
study the half-breed was not shorn. With the 7/8 or 15/16 Angora a
percentage of the population exhibits an unsatisfactory type of fleeces

with a high kenp content and low fleece weights. [If each cross is kept
for a normal generation interval, then 15-25 years would be required in
the grading up process. |If Angora does of any type are available, then

multiplication of this population may provide a more satisfactory
approach. Embryo transfer has been used successfully in sene countries
to generate numbers. The fact that the FI (Angora x native) shows good
hybrid vigor in kid production may partially justify the crossbreeding
approach. No hybrid vigor, or even the reverse, is seen in fleece
weight as the FI does not equal the mean of the parental types. New
Zealand producers (Bigham-1985) have been successful in merchandizing to
good advantage the fiber produced by the crossbred animal. This
product, known as Cashgora, has sold at a price well above that of
Mohair. Other countries have not neccessarily exploited this potential.
The down or undercoat of the FI approaches but does not equal that of
Cashmere in fineness.
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