


Decisions which concern large sums of money usually involve bankers or
business consultants. It is important, that this group be given the tools to
make rational decisions, l.e. a guide to how different beef genotypes perform
under particular production systems. Such a guide would include the expected
performance in a commercial herd using:

Rotational crossing with particular breeds,

Random mongrelisatlon,

Straightbreeding with a particular breed, and

Al from a source committed to a particular program.

CONCLUSION

It is well recognised by those who have used simulation (for example
Cartwright, 1978) that it provides an excellent framework for the integration
of quantitative knowledge from a variety of disciplines. The exercise of
defining the model forces an evaluation of the key factors influencing the
outcome. This helps the recognition of those areas which require Tfurther
experimentation or extension to industry.

Stochastic simulations, in particular, have much to offer at the applied
level since they are easier for producers to understand than the abstract
differential formulae of a deterministic model.

Electronic spreadsheet deterministic models which collate knowledge about
characteristics of breeds, and their crosses, with financial considerations
would be of particular benefit to farmers, their bankers and advisors.
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